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Ocean Pact

“The Commission will support coastal 
communities to build new business models that 
benefit both nature and people including 
European blue carbon reserves, taking into 
account UNFCCC guidelines.”
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Blue carbon is biologically driven carbon fluxes and storage in marine systems that are 

amenable to management (IPCC)

Saltmarshes, seagrass and mangroves = coastal wetlands



Legislation
CLIMATE LAW (revision proposal 2025)

• Manage, enhance carbon sinks & restore biodiversity

LULUCF

• From 2026, MS must include wetlands, including BC, in their emissions inventories and in their 
targets

• Possible LULUCF revision

CARBON CERTIFICATION, CREDITS (CARBON FARMING REG.) 

• Facilitate and encourage carbon removals (additional activities)

NATURE RESTORATION LAW – FUTURE NATURE CREDITS

• 50% of Annex I habitats be known by 2030 and of Annex II habitats by 2040

• 30% of Annexes I and II habitats be in good condition by 2030



Cases of BC credits
• Blue natura LIFE project (2015-2021)

• Pilot sites included saltmarch restoration in Cádiz

• Carbon stocks submitted to ES national registry

• In IE We2Sure company is working on a pilot project on kelp farming

• JP has its own BC credit scheme. 

• Projects use different approaches for measuring carbon sequestration

• VERRA methodology is a market leader

• Covers restoration of wetlands and improved management

• Projects must prove that would not have happened without intervention

• According to the fair carbon blue carbon project map

• 13 BC projects have been accredited, 30 are under development, 8 are undergoing, 50 are 
for mangroves and 1 for seagrass (US)



What to do to achieve certification

• Create a European BC monitoring, reporting and verfication framework to meet GHG 
and nature restoration goals

• Develop a methodology for the certification (under carbon farming) of BC

• Ensure that BC ecosystems are eligible for nature credits
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