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Blue Forest

An impact project for the
restoration and protection
of marine forests
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Blue Forest

Reason why

Over 30%

of Posidonia oceanica meadows in the Mediterranean
Sea have already disappeared.

Despite being a protected species, it remains severely
threatened by coastal human activities — such as
anchoring and bottom trawling — which cause
irreversible damage and undermine the balance

of the entire habitat.
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Blue Forest

Goal

In the international context of the United Nations 30x30 Agenda and the increasing importance of protecting
biodiversity and blue natural capital, One Ocean Foundation has chosen to invest in a large impact project that
aims to restore and protect important blue carbon ecosystems, starting with the Mediterranean Sea.
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RESTORE PROTECT

Promoting the restoration Implementing conservation
of biodiversity and blue policies to ensure the
natural capital in line with protection of marine forests
the UN 30x%30 target and their vital ecosystems
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RESEARCH & INNOVATION

Supporting PhDs and
collaborations with research
centers and identifying

new technologies to enhance
blue natural capital
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EDUCATION & AWARENESS

Raising awareness about
the importance of marine
forests and prioritizing
ocean literacy




& ONE OCEAN

Blue Forest

Scientific backbone

- Strong partnerships with leading research institutions and local
authorities, including Marine Protected Areas.

« Active support for PhD research programs focused on seagrass
restoration and biodiversity assessment.

- Experts, marine scientists and technical divers driving the
activities.

UNISS

UNIVERSITA
DEGLI STUDI
DI SASSARI

Universita
di Genova
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Blue Forest
Ligurian sea

The Blue Forest project started in 2023 in the Ligurian Sea, in
collaboration with the University of Genoa and I.S.S.D., and
with the support of local Marine Protected Areas.

* Active restoration sites are located in Portofino, Sanremo,
and Bergeggi

* The project includes two PhD programs focused on the
study of restoration techniques, their success, and
related ecosystem services

« The oldest site in Bergeggi has reached a success rate of
122%
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The area here has the potential to become the largest Posidonia ) 5 *\f’i = et o ¥ 2
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. Total surface area: ~80 hectares ¢ 2 {*\ 3 e
‘ =t = e - -Roc'da' ica degradata
. Habitat context: Located within a historically impacted - — b
Posidonia oceanica meadow | =2 —
«  Arearestored to date: 1,000 m? ' e i
- Scientific partner: University of Sassari =l

. Technical partner: International School for Scientific Diving
. Pre-activity: Preliminary seabed mapping survey
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Torre Guaceto

In collaboration with Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn and the
Torre Guaceto Marine Park, we are working on the
restoration of Posidonia oceanica through seeds.

The project applies an innovative methodology involving:

« Collection of natural seeds (washed-up fruits)
of Posidonia oceanica

« Germination under controlled conditions Ll
* Fixing the seedlings onto travertine blocks to favour bl |
root anchorage and stability on the seabed REVN LR

« Transplantation of seedlings on dead matte areas and
monitoring
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Blue Forest

Results

o 2 1 O

Restoration
sites active

Scientific papers
published

Documentary
produced

Education &
awareness activities

3 1450 ~29000

PhD scholarships and m? of seagrass meadow Plants
research program funded restored transplanted
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Thank you

secretariat@locean.org
www.locean.org
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